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The Lord's Prayer for Children 


AN little children of Primary age suc- 
cessfully be taught Spiritual truths 
and precepts and simple Christian 

doctrine? An experienced teacher believes 
they can be. ‘‘If they are to have a living 
faith and to grow into strong Christians 
with a reason for the faith that is in them 
and are to be able to stand against the wiles 
of the Tempter,”’ she says, ‘‘then they must 
be taught Christian truth from an early 
age.”’ 


MARGARET CLARKSON, a teacher 

* for more than twenty-five years, in 
education both secular and Christian, has 
prepared for THE SunDAy ScHooL TIMEs 
an excellent series of articles on the Lord’s 
Prayer. They are written in simple, con- 
versational style. In them she puts into the 
hands of Christian parents and teachers 
some of the professional techniques she has 


acquired in her long experience. It is her 
hope-that parents will read these articles to 
their children and discuss them, one by one, 
taking time in between to put into practice 
some of the principles learned. 


ISS CLARKSON’S articles will begin 
in the February 25 issue of the TIMEs, 
and will continue through at least seventeen 
weeks, perhaps longer. You will want to 
read these articles and put these tested 
teaching methods to use in your own home. 
Undoubtedly there are also young parents 
and teachers of the young to whom you will 
want to send these exceptional studies. You 
may send 26-week subscriptions to as many 
as you wish for only $2 each, in the U.S. A. 
($2.15 in Canada, in U. S. dollars). Just 
specify the Clarkson Series, to begin Febru- 
ary 25. See also the Special Offer outlined 
below. 


Special Offer 





You may have, without money cost to you, a handsome full-color lithographic print of the in- 
spiring oil painting, “Abide With Me,” by the well-known artist Lawrence Saint. The print measures 


14 x 12 inches, is on heavy coated stock, and is suitable for framing. 


It pictures the two disci- 


ples and the Lord as they arrived at the Emmaus home on the evening of the day of the Resurrection. 
Just send two NEW 26-week subscriptions at a total of $4, in the U. S. A. (in Canada, $4.30, 
U. S. dollars). These subscriptions will cover the Clarkson Series if they are so designated and are 


sent at once. Address all subscriptions to 


The Sunday School Times Company 


325 North 13th Street 


Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





whether I speak of myself” (John 7: 


Who Wrote the Bible? 


(Continued from page 55) 


ferred to the Devil as “a liar” and a 
“murderer from the beginning,” and 
when in Matthew 24:37-39 He spoke of 
the Flood and Noah, and when in Mat- 
thew 8:11 He named “Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob” as historical persons, and 
not “legendary,” as some liberal writ- 
ings make them, the Christ acknowl- 
edged the authenticity of the Bible. 


When He said to the rich man in 
Hades concerning that man’s five 
‘brothers on earth, “They have Moses 
and the prophets; let them hear them” 
(Luke 16:29), He acknowledged the au- 
thority of the Bible. 


When the Lord said, “The scripture 
cannot be broken” (John 10:35), and 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
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my words shall not pass away” (Matt. 
24:35), Fie acknowledged the abiding- 
ness of the Bible; for “the word of our 
God shall stand for ever” (Isa. 40:8). 

When the Lord applied the ancient 
words of Isaiah to the people of His 
own generation (Matt. 13:14; 15:7), and 
when He said, “Remember Lot’s wife” 
(Luke 17:32), and when he told the 
people that the ancient writings of 
Moses had accusing applications to 
them, “There is one that accuseth you, 
even Moses, in whom ye trust” (John 
5:45), He acknowledged the present ap- 
plicability of the Bible. 

When in His temptation He said 
again and again, “It is written” (Matt. 
4:4, 7, 10), He acknowledged the ability 
of the Bible to help and strengthen and 
give victory. 

Our Lord Jesus affirmed that the 
words He gave in His oral teaching— 
those words of His which are now 
written in the four Gospels—are the 
words of God. “My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me. If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 


16, 17). In John 14:24 the Lord said, 
“The word which ye hear is not mine, 
but the Father’s which sent me.” In 
John 17:8 and 14 the Lord gathers up 
in two sentences all He ever taught by 
word, and says, “I have given unto 
them the words which thou gavest me 
. I have given them thy word.” 
Well may we say in the words of 
John the Baptist: “He that hath re- 
ceived his testimony hath set to his 
seal that God is true. For he whom 
God hath sent speaketh the words of 
God: for God giveth not the Spirit by 
measure unto him” (John 3:33, 34). 
The affirmation of the Lord Jesus suits 
me. He called the Bible “the word of 
God.” He called His own teaching the 
“word” of God. I believe Him, and I 
know that when I read the Bible, I am 
reading God’s Word. 
(To be continued) 


The ten spies saw the giants, but Caleb 
and Joshua saw the Lord.—H. A. Iron- 
side. 
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“Fear Not, 


Two recent events—the significant visit of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury to the Pope in Rome and the proposal 
of Dr. Eugene Carson Blake of the United Presbyterian 
Church for a union of four major denominations—empha- 
size the intensity of the current ecumenical climate. It must 
be recognized that disunity between believers and churches 
is often a scandal and a stumbling block to the unbelieving 
world. In Scripture, division and schism are at times justified 
and on other occasions condemned. It is sin to continue in 
church union with heresy, which dishonors the Lord Christ 
and violates His truth. The schism of the Reformation is 
justified. It must be acknowledged that very often division 
and schism are sinful because they are based upon personality 
conflict and questions of secondary importance not in- 
volving “the faith once for all delivered” to us. Being so 
imperfect, frequently we deceive ourselves into believing 
that what we stand for and separate over is God’s truth, 
when in reality it is personal pique. Because of what we 
are we must always endeavor “to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one 
Spirit” (Eph. 4:3, 4). However, Dr. Blake speaks of bridg- 
ing “the chasm of the Reformation” (New York Times, 
Dec. 5, 1960). He seems to suggest that we no longer 
should be Protestant but that Evangelicals and Catholics 
should unite, and this apparently without specific repentance 
for false doctrine and practice, and apart from clear ad- 
herence to the authoritative Word of God. One wonders if 
these happenings are not part of a trend that one day will 
result in a reunited Christendom in the guise of a reunited 


Little Flock’ 


church. A union that essentially will be political and or- 
ganizational rather than spiritual. An official world church 
organization of monolithic proportions that will take to 
itself almost absolute authority under one head. A church 
organization that will not tolerate criticism or independence; 
a church corrupt in its power; a persecuting church; a vast, 
false, evil misrepresentation of that holy, spiritual Body of 
which Christ is the Head and for which He shed His pre- 
cious blood and died. True Christians may take comfort that 
such events are indicated in Scripture and are part of the 
permissive will of God, while the mystery of iniquity festers 
into its final corrupt manifestation and misrepresentation 
of Christ and His Church. The question is asked, in view 
of an anticipated world-wide apostasy, “When the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8.) 
However, Christ has declared, “I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). 
This is Christ’s work and it will succeed. Man’s work ul- 
timately will fail. The Church of Jesus Christ has its true 
unity in Christ. On earth it is a small company, despised, 
scattered, confessing much weakness and failure. Its very 
existence one day may be threatened by Satan and those 
whom he deceives. By itself, Christ’s Church will never 
achieve victory. It is spoken of as a little flock, helpless, 
even hopeless in itself. But Christ is the head of His Church. 
He is the true shepherd of His sheep amidst many false 
shepherds. He comforts and reassures His own amidst dark- 
ness and confusion: “Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
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THE TESTIMONY OF CHRIST 


F EVER there was a man among men 
] who knew the Bible it was the man 

Christ Jesus. At the age of twelve, 
He “astonished” the “doctors” of the 
Word by His “understanding and an- 
swers” (Luke 2:46, 47). It is to that 
time of His life and to that experience 
that the words of Psalm 119:99, 100 
apply: “I have more understanding 
than all my teachers: for thy testi- 
monies are my meditation. I under- 
stand more than the ancients, because 
I keep thy precepts.” 

The Lord Jesus called the writings 
of the Old Testament “the word =§of 
God” (Mark 7:13; John 10:34, 35). 


When He said, “Ye have not his word 
abiding in you” (John 5:38), He im- 
mediately followed it with, “Search the 
scriptures” (John 5:39), showing “the 
scriptures” to be “his word.” 

When He called the Scriptures “the 
word of God” (Mark 7:13; John 10:34, 
35), He acknowledged the divine au- 
thorship of the Bible. When He said, 
“Have ye not read in the book of Moses 

.. ?” referring to the ancient Book of 
Exodus (Mark 12:26), He acknowledged 
the antiquity of the Bible. 

When in Mark 10:6, 7, 8 He referred 
to the history of Genesis, chapters 1 
and 2, and when in John 8:44 He Te- 


(Continued on page 54) 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@ UGANDA.—Twenty American mission- 





aries have fled here from the Congo due 
to irresponsible actions by troops of 
deposed Premier Lumumba. One mis- 
sionary reports having been beaten 
repeatedly. (RNS) 





@ MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY.-—A contract 
for acquiring a radio transmitter has 
been signed here. The station will 
begin broadcasting the Gospel in May 
1961. Eugene Jordan of Ecuador's Sta- 
tion HCJB implemented the contract 
with the cooperation of evangelical 
leaders in Uruguay. (MNS) 





@ JERUSALEM.—Prime Minister  Ben- 
Gurion has charged in a speech here 
that all Jews living outside the state 
of Israel are godless and violate the 
religious Law. (RNS) 





@ MINNEAPOLIS. —The American Lu- 








theran Church, comprising the former 
American Evangelical, and United 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches, be- 
gan its life here on January l. The 
new two million member denomination 
will be the third largest Lutheran 
body in the U.S. (RNS) 





@ TAIZE, FRANCE. —Eight Catholic 
bishops and sixty Protestant pastors 








spent three days together recently at 
the Protestant monastery here. Later 
the president of the French Protestant 
Federation met with the Catholic Pri- 
mate of France here. French evangel- 
icals are viewing the conversations 
with some reservation. (0. Vansteen- 
berghe ) 


@ CUBA.—Nearly 1000 decisions for 





Christ, and revival in churches has 
occurred as a result of the ministry 
of. a 20-year-old Cuban evangelist in 
eastern Cuba. (A. Clifford) 


@ SALT LAKE CITY.-—The Mormons have 
announced plans to construct 250 
chapels in Europe in 1961. (RNS) 


@ NEW YORK.—"The Catholic Church in 
Latin America is in deep trouble to- 
day," declared Fr.. John Considine, 
top Catholic administrator here. He 
called for the rapid development of 
lay leadership for that continent. 
(RNS) 
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@ WHEATON, ILLINOIS. —Youth for 
Christ's first overseas "Teen Team" 
leaves February 21 for a six-month 
evangelistic mission in eight nations 
of Europe and the Near East. The six 
member team will conduct youth meet- 
ings and training seminars. (RNS) 


@® LAOS.-—As full-scale war devel- 
oped, missionaries and dependents 
were evacuated to Vietnam and Thai- 
land in December, reports The Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance. (MNS) 


@ NOGENT, FRANCE.—The Gospel min- 
istry over Radios Luxembourg and 
Monte Carlo has been substantially 
curtailed, it was announced at The 
Center for Evangelical Information 
and Action, annual meeting of leading 
French evangelicals here. (0. Van- 
steenberghe ) 

















@ NEW ZEALAND.—Bishop Enrique So-. 





brepena, Chairman of the East Asia 
Christian Conference, spoke at the 
annual assemblies of the Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Baptist churches 
here recently. He also addressed a 
special convention of Maoris, New 
Zealand's original settlers. (W. 
Hutchinson) 


@® CHICAGO.—Leaders of the Southern 


Baptist Convention, largest Baptist 
body in the U.S., met with representa- 
tives of the nation's two largest Ne- 
gro Baptist groups here to discuss 
closer cooperation. (RNS) 





@® The Union of Evangelical Christian 
Baptists of the U.S.S.R. has invited 
"all Christian Churches of the world" 
to a World Christian Conference on 
Peace, to be held in Prague, Czecho- 
slovakia in June. The conference 
hopes to stimulate "active contribu- 
tion to the great and sacred cause of 
peace." Western religious leaders 





view the conference as possibly Com- 


munist inspired. 


® More than 29 million Scriptures 
were distributed throughout the world 
in 1959 by member groups of the United 
Bible Societies for an all-time rec- 
ord. Of this total, 
Bible Society alone was responsible 
for the distribution of some 17 mil- 
lion Scriptures. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES — 


the American 


Pe 
Ci 
persc 
Engl 
over, 
Bishe 
follo 
flock 
Tl 
long 
patri 
of th 
like : 
in be 
it we 
not { 
At tl 
sized 
Th 
point 
spirit 
of th 
dom 
parts 
taker 
the | 
Chris 


given 





are. ] 
with 
furth 


is org 






























r | Peace at Any Price? 

i. 

3 Canterbury has called on Rome. Protestantism, in the Second, the differences within Christendom are viewed 

s person of Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Lord Primate of All as a scandal. The only reason for the divisions is ignorance, 

x England and head of the Anglican communion the world _ we are told. The idea is*that, if we will only be large enough 

ee over, has made the journey to the Holy See to visit the | to overcome our pettiness, we will fly into each other’s arms. 
Bishop of Rome, believed by himself and his half billion | Forgotten is the issue of what is true. Intoxicated with the 
followers to be Christ’s Vicar and shepherd of the one true idea of peace at any price, church leaders dismiss as incon- 

= flock. sequential radically divergent views of God and His Son, 

s The visit took place early in December at the close of a = and of the entire Biblical revelation. It is a bit difficult to 

« long journey by Dr. Fisher, in which he also talked with know what view is taken of the Reformation by these 

- patriarchs of the Eastern churches. It was hailed by much apostles of union. Was the work of Melancthon, Calvin, 

) of the religious and secular press as a daring and statesman- § Oecolampadius, and Knox entirely superficial? Shall we ask 
like step toward the unity of all Christians. Official sources | Luther and Eck if they were not, after all, really agreed? 

hel in both the Vatican and the Anglican Church insisted that Most fundamentally, the whole struggle is looked upon 

d it was a “courtesy” call. Reporters and photographers were _as internecine, that is to say, taking place within the Church. 

y not permitted to cover the meeting of the two churchmen. After some reflection upon the New Testament description 

© At the close of the historic meeting, both primates empha- of the Church, however, one might ask whether some of 

n sized the cordial nature of the conversation. the groups who claim to be the Church have anything to 

& The meeting and the optimism that has surrounded it | do with the Church to begin with. The true Church is built 

- point up some significant facts that indicate the prevailing solidly upon the Rock Christ Jesus, and upon the entire 
spirit in Christendom. (It is increasingly difficult to speak witness of the apostles and prophets concerning Him. It is 
of the Church without being misunderstood. By Christen- built of living stones, men and women who have been 

= dom is meant the organized structures that claim to be touched by the life-giving Spirit of God. 

e parts of the Church.) First, it is noteworthy that it is We are not called to sit in judgmedte and pronounce as 

. taken for granted that the ultimate union of all who claim to who is in the true Church and who is not. But neither 

° the label “Christian” is to be desired. Appeal is made to __ is it for us to become enamored of some spurious and elusive 

. Christ’s prayer in John 17, but virtually no attention is  sentimentalism which, ignoring truth, embraces all and 

* given to just exactly who “those whom thou hast given me” sundry as brothers in Christ. The true disciple embraces 

. are. It is assumed that all who are organizationally linked all men in love as fellow members of the human race. But 

7 with one of the groups in Christendom are meant. It is | God’s people cannot be a party to the bland attempt to fuse, 
further assumed that the union for which Christ prayed in the name of Christ, groups which have no substantial 

n is organizational. common denominator at all. 

t 

- Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 

’ COMMUNITY OF FEAR.—What light has been thrown upon the Book of Revelation since the beginning of this 

century, or more accurately, since the First World War? One of the passages we can now understand more easily 

n is the statement at the end of the judgment of the sixth seal in Revelation 6:15-17 regarding the men everywhere 

d on earth hiding themselves in caves and in the rocks of the mountains. In The New York Times for November 12, 

#. is an article stating that in Sweden, plans have been made for moving three and one-half million people, nearly one-. 

n half of Sweden’s total population, in the event of a new world war. Fourteen vast structures have been constructed 

- under some of Sweden’s largest cities and 30,000 smaller ones under apartment houses. In case of a sudden attack, 

ee we are told that 2,250,000 Swedes could go underground at once. In a new release by the Center for the Study of 

- Democratic Institution, entitled “Community of Fear,” written by the distinguished scientist, Dr. Harrison Brown, 

f it is suggested that America begin at once the construction of fall-out shelters. The heading of the article, calling 

Ss attention to this study, reads as follows: ‘““Man’s Return to Caves Seen If A-Race Goes On.” 

“7 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN JAPAN.—There are now in Japan more postwar graduates of Evangelical schools 

than the total number of missionaries on the field according to The Japan Harvest. There are twenty-nine evangelical 

‘ Bible institutes, Bible colleges, and theological seminaries in Japan today. The total number of graduates for last year 

FT was 338, but the total number of graduates during the last ten years is 2,084, of which 942 are men. 

d ALCOHOLISM AMONG VETERANS.—I have just seen a most interesting statement published by the American 

- Business Men’s Research Foundation of Chicago. The total number of deaths in battle and otherwise of American men 

n’ in the two World Wars and the Korean War was 576,161. After careful research, this Foundation states that on the 

=) basis of known incidence of alcoholism -by age groups, by the year 2000, 640,000 veterans will have had a diag- 

- nosis of some form of alcoholism made in hospitals under the jurisdiction of the Veteran’s Administration. 
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By JOHN W. SANDERSON, 


OR some time now, for better or 

for worse, a new current has been 

moving in the river that is Amer- 
ican Protestantism. To the voices of 
the Modernists, who have been criticiz- 
ing Fundamentalism for half a century, 
have now been added the cries of 
avowed Conservatives who are calling 
for a new temper, a new direction, 
among the people of God. 

Some of the critics are self-styled 
Neo-Evangelicals. They are an articu- 
late, well-educated, gifted group of men 
who believe they have the remedy for 
the ills of Conservative Christianity. 
They call their attitude Neo-Evangeli- 
calism, indicating thereby that there is 
something new that should claim the 
attention of Christians today. It is not 
easy to specify however what, in the 
long run, Neo-Evangelicals desire to 
achieve. 

Still others within the Fundamentalist 
ranks are restive, and are criticizing 
their own position. A sampling of 
contemporary expression by Funda- 
mentalism’s critics should add to our 
understanding of this new current, al- 
though not everyone thus quoted should 
be tagged as a Neo-Evangelical. 

Just when Neo-Evangelicalism began 
is difficult to say, and it is probably 
not important. In the earlier writings 
of Carl Henry, the learned editor of 
Christianity Today, one sensed a feeling 
of unhappiness with the status quo 
among the people of God. The very 
titles of these works indicate his res- 
tiveness: “The Uneasy Conscience of 
Modern Fundamentalism” and “The 
Protestant Dilemma.” Henry felt that 
Fundamentalists on the one hand were 
not facing up to their responsibilities 
of mercy and charity to men in general, 
and on the other hand were not coming 
to grips with the attacks of modern 
unbelief against the citadel of the faith. 

More recently Dr. Henry has pointed 
out another criticism of the movement, 
its tendency to independency. This at- 
titude separates believers from each 
other, refuses to communicate with 
those with whom it disagrees, and 
causes men to lose the perspective of 
the unity of believers. Yet Henry’s 
judgment is not a wholesale condemna- 
tion: “Independency will collapse if it 
surrenders to its peculiar temptations. 
Contrariwise, it can help to purify the 
Christian Church” (“The Perils of In- 
dependency,” Christianity Today, Nov. 
12, 1956). 

In his “Evangelical Responsibility in 
Contemporary Theology,” Dr. Henry 
calls current Fundamentalism a “re- 
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duction” which concentrates only on 
the “fundamentals” to the exclusion of 
“other theological indispensables.” 
Lacking theological and historical per- 
spective, Fundamentalists did not pro- 
duce solid works in Bible study and 
theology, did little to encourage 
scholarly graduate pursuits, neglected 
the doctrine of the Church, and so lost 
the initiative to Neo-Orthodoxy, to 
which must be given the credit for 
exposing the shallowness of Liberalism. 
Believing that “fundamentalism in this 
contemporary expression stands dis- 
credited as a perversion of the biblical 
spirit,” Henry calls for a “revival of 
fundamentalists imbued with a new 





In this first of a series of articles on 
some of the problems facing the 
Church in these days, John W. 
Sanderson, Assistant Professor of 
Practical Theology at Westminster 
Theological Seminary, reviews some 
of the criticisms that have been lev- 
eled at Fundamentalism by men who 
are themselves Conservatives. 











mind-set and a new method in ecclesi- 
astical life” (pp. 46, 47). 

Another early voice advocating 
change was that of Harold J. Ockenga, 
pastor of Park Street Church, Boston. 
Writing in the October-December, 1954; 
issue of the Fuller Seminary Bulletin, 
Ockenga declared that the Fundamen- 
talists lacked the power of God: “For 
decades Fundamentalism has proved 
itself impotent to change the theological 
and ecclesiastical scene. Its lack of 
influence has relegated it to the periph- 
eral and _ subsidiary movements of 
Protestantism. Whenever Fundamen- 
talism and Modernism came into test 
in a theological struggle, Fundamental- 
ism lost every battle in the historical 
field. It has demonstrated little power 
to crack the social situation challenging 
the church today.” 

Recently, Dr. Ockenga has written in 
a more irenic tone. In an article in 
Christanity Today (Oct. 10), he seemed 
to de-emphasize his own differences with 
Fundamentalists and stress the things 
that would unite against a common 
enemy. His article was in effect a call 
to Fundamentalists to join Neo-Evan- 
gelicals, thus forsaking Fundamental- 
ism’s “peripheral and subsidiary” status. 

When, a little earlier, Dr. Ockenga 
had charged that Fundamentalism had 
forfeited “the right to being a synonym 
with evangelical,” he was speaking for 
a growing group of Christian leaders. 


~~ FUNDAMENTALISM 


and its critics 


No. 1 in a series of 4 


Dr. Vernon Grounds, the gifted presi- 
dent of Conservative Baptist Seminary 
in Denver, wrote in Eternity (Feb. 
1956), “Undeniably evangelicalism is 
fundamentalism, if by fundamentalism 
is meant a tenacious insistence upon 
the essential and central dogmas of 
historic Christianity. Yet just as 
undeniably evangelicalism is not fun- 
damentalism as fundamentalism is ordi- 
narily construed.” Dr. Grounds agrees 
with the sentiments of Dr. Ockenga 
above. Grounds says that orthodoxy 
“sometimes bears the label evangelical- 
ism, sometimes the libel fundamental- 
ism.” 

From quite a different point of view, 
A. W. Tozer, who claims no affinity 
with Neo-Evangelicalism, castigated 
Fundamentalism for its worldliness and 
dispensationalism, and called for a new 
direction in Christian living and wit- 
nessing. In an interview with a Chris- 
tian Life reporter (Aug. 1954), Tozer 
said, “In my opinion fundamentalism 
has been retrogressing rapidly during 
the last 20 years. That retrogression 
has been speeded up tremendously since 
World War II. It should not surprise 
me if there should yet come a sharp 
division in fundamental ranks, spring- 
ing not out of doctrinal differences so 
much as out of methods, practices, ob- 
jectives, techniques and particularly 
out of the differences in spiritual at- 
titudes.” 

Dr. Bernard Ramm, now professor at 
California Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, took still another tack in his 
“Christian View of Science and Scrip- 
ture.” He criticized those whom he 
calls hyper-orthodox: “Their efforts in 
the past have increased the gap between 
Christianity and the scientists, have em- 
bittered the scientists, and have done 


little to provide a working theory of ° 


any creative dimensions for the 
rapprochement of science and evangeli- 
calism” (p. 31). 

Whereas Dr. Ramm feels the loss of 
contact with’ the world of scholars, Paul 
E. Little bemoans the “Lost Audience” 
in His (May, 1959). “This tragic situ- 
ation has arisen for two reasons, one 
doctrinal, the other practical. 

“Doctrinally, a perversion of biblical 
truth has received almost universal ac- 
ceptance: it is common teaching that 
separation from the world means isola- 
tion from the world . . . The second 
reason we have lost an audience for 
the gospel is practical. We have failed 
to think through and solve effectively 
the daily conflicts in social behavior 
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which confront us in a non-Christian 
world.” 

Again, attacks have come from the 
pen of Dr. E. J. Carnell, professor at 


Fuller Theological Seminary. His dis- ~ 


agreements have been rooted in his 
own spiritual pilgrimage, and have 
often lacked the constructive note so 
evident in the writings of others. The 
Christian Century, in a series of articles 
with the general title, “How My Mind 
Has Changed,” includes the following 
testimony from Dr. Carnell: “. .. I 
concluded that fundamentalism had 
formulated its view of the church with 
an eye to the interests of the cult. 
Fundamentalists believe they are su- 
perior because they have withdrawn 
from the historic denominations; they 
imagine that they alone glorify the gos- 
pel. Since the fundamentalist is de- 
prived of the happy security that comes 
from communion with the church uni- 
versal; he must devise substitute secur- 
ities all his own. And the handiest 
substitute—the one calling for the least 
energy and skill—is to appear better 
by making the others appear worse. 
In plain language the fundamentalist 
tattles, because censure implies supe- 
riority” (op. cit., March 30, 1960, p. 
378). 

Agreeing with Dr. Henry that Fun- 
damentalism has withdrawn from the 
pursuit of scholarship, E. M. Blaiklock 
gives reasons for this. Writing in 
Eternity (Aug., 1960), he says, “. .. 
lacking in scholarship, it took to de- 
spising it.” This, he feels, was because 
Conservatives did not need scholarship 
for the two great tasks that engaged 
their attention: preaching and missions. 
Also contributing to the neglect was 
the eschatology that “saw a Second 
Coming Advent so imminently near, 
that plans of preparation involving 
years of study seemed a confession of 
unbelief.” 

After this survey of some of the 
criticisms of Fundamentalism, a gen- 
eralization is possible. The critics agree 
that Fundamentalism has cut itself off 
from its Protestant forebears, is im- 
potent against the forces of Liberalism 
and secularism, has lost contact with 
the great masses of the world, has 
alienated those with whom it is in 
contact, and so has little prospect of 
winning men to Christ. All of them 
foresee, and call for, something new. 

The right of these critics to make 
their analyses must not be denied. One 
test of any movement is its ability to 
criticize itself, and to accept and profit 
by criticism from others. No movement 
can survive apart from such criticism, 
and that group is doomed to barren- 
ness and failure that cannot or will not 
profit from self-judgment and the judg- 
ment of others. 

Inevitably ‘such criticisms are having 
some effect, and a new attitude is being 
adopted by some. Christian Life 
(March, 1956), describes the change this 
way: “. .. what started as a high-level 
theological discussion degenerated into 
a cat. and dog fight. . . . That’s why 
to the man on the street fundamen- 


(Continued on page 66) 
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Does John 17 Require a World Church? 


By DR. G. ALLEN FLEECE 


N THE present-day clamor for ecu- 

menicity, it is of supreme impor- 
tance to understand the exact meaning 
of our Lord’s words when, in His prayer 
in John 17:21-23, He speaks about the 
oneness of Christians. The very fact 
that the oneness of believers was a 
prayer burden upon His heart is proof 
enough of.the tremendous importance 
of His desire. This concern continues 
in His present ministry as our great 
High Priest, for He says, “Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their 
word; that they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” 

The popular interpretation of the 
ecumenical movement today is that 
oneness may be attained by a church 
organization that would embrace all 
branches of the professing church of 
Jesus Christ, without organizational or 
denominational differences. The pre- 
vailing philosophy is that such a church 
consolidation would greatly strengthen 
the church and further its mission in the 
world. 

If this is indeed the meaning of our 
Saviour’s words, we are driven to the 
conclusion that His concern was simply 
for an outward affiliation that would be 
as temporary as this life, rather than 
for an inward relationship that would 
be eternal. For example, there is the 
possibility that a local church may 
have some unsaved member or mem- 
bers within its official membership. 
Even in our Lord’s day, Judas was a 
member of the twelve disciples. Where 
unsaved persons are counted in the of- 
ficial membership of a church, oneness 
of organization exists, but obviously 
this does not meet the spiritual needs 
of the members, nor does this type of 
oneness prove to be the dynamic for 
the effective witnessing to the world. 








Transformed 
By Clara Fennema 


E CANNOT see the tiny seed 
The cold earth holds within, 
But erelong, through a power divine, 
A new life will begin. 
Then from that seed there may come 
forth 
Rich fruit our lives to bless, 
Or radiant, perfumed flowers to fill 
The heart with thankfulness. 


We cannot see the soul of one 
Down in the mire of sin, 
But erelong, through the Spirit’s power, 
A new life may begin. 
Then that regenerated soul 
Will Christ, as Lord, confess, 
And from that transformed life will 
come 
The fruit of righteousness. 





At the return of Christ, only the saved 
members of such a church will be 
caught up to be forever with Him. Any 
unsaved members, even though they 
had been in the same church organi- 
zation, will be separated from Him 
eternally in hell. 

On the other hand, let us suppose a 
number of Christians from many differ- 
ent churches and denominational 
groups joined together for a week in a 
Bible conference. There is no organi- 
zational oneness in such a situation, 
but these delegates, as born again ones, 
experience a genuine oneness of fellow- 
ship, and this oneness will continue 
eternally. There will be no separation 
among them when the Lord returns. 

A thoughtful reading of the Lord’s 
words in John 17 should reveal the true 
meaning of the oneness for which Christ 
prays. He prays “that they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be ‘one in 
us.” The oneness between believers is 
to be the same as the oneness that 
exists between the individual believer 
and his Lord. He is to be in the same 
relationship to the Lord Jesus that 
Christ has always known with His 
Father. In John 14:10 Christ says, “I 
am in the Father, and the Father in 
me.” He states further in John 14:20, 
“Ye in me, and I in you.” The Lord 
Jesus is in the Father, and the Father 
is in Him. As believers, we are in 
Christ, and Christ is in us. It is in this 
amazing sense that we are one. Our 


- oneness with fellow Christians is the 


result of our individual oneness with 
the risen Christ. When we are joined 
to Christ we are also joined to one an- 
other as members of one body. “He 
that is. joined unto the Lord is one 
spirit” (1 Cor. 6:17). In verse 22 of 
John 17 the Lord Jesus continues His 
description of the true oneness of be- 
lievers when He says, “And the glory 
which thou gavest me I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as 
we are one.” The Father has given 
Himself to the Son. This is the glory 
of which Christ here speaks. In like 
manner the Son has given Himself to 
us. Herein is the glory of a believer. 
The glorified Son has given Himself 
to the believer that He might indwell 
him and manifest Himself through that 
believer just as the Father indwelt the 
Son and manifested His glory in and 
through the Son. It is of this relation- 
ship and this true oneness that Paul 
speaks when he says, “Christ in you, 
the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 

The day-by-day experience of this 
oneness between the believer and his 
risen Lord comes as the result of daily 
abiding in Christ. This is the meaning 
of our Lord’s sublime allegory of the 
vine and the branches in John 15. The 
branch abiding in the vine is God’s 
picture of true oneness. The branches 
can never become one by seeking to 


(Continued on page 67) 





(7) 59 








F pero 6 
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International Uniform Lesson 





THE TRUE BREAD 


John 6; printed text, verses 25-40 


Golden Text.—I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 


and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.—John 6:35 





Tue KING JAMES VERSION 


John 6:25 And when they had found him on the other 
side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou 
hither? 

26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but 
because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that 
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son 
of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father 
sealed. 

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God? 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou 
then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou 
work? 

31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is writ- 
ten, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 

$2 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my 
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 


33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this 
bread. 

35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he 
that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth 
on me shall never thirst. 

36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and 
believe not. 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me. 

39 And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that 
of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last day. 

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have ever- 
lasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham - 


Approach to the Lesson 


HIS significant discourse of our 

Lord’s on the bread of life is 

closely associated with His feeding 
of the five thousand on the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee. The day following 
this great sign, the excited crowds 
followed Him to Capernaum. Their 
interest, however, was not in such a Mes- 
sianic credential, but rather in the pros- 
pect of their getting another free meal! 
(See John 6: 26.) 

In thus discerning their motive, our 
Lord delivered this revealing and yet 
conscience-searching message. It con- 
tains the elements of rebuke, instruction, 
and expostulation. The meaning of some 
of its statements lies on the surface: a 
youngster can understand. On the 
other hand, some of these declarations 
are profound, and challenge the most 
thorough investigation. 


It is perfectly obvious from this ser- 
mon that the Lord Jesus Christ had the 
fullest confidence in the Old Testament, 
and that He considered it not only 
historically accurate, but also a pro- 
phetic witness to His person and work. 
These very Scriptures, in which the 
Jews boasted, had proclaimed a miracle- 
working God who physically sustained 
the masses of Israel in the food- 
less and waterless desert. All this 
should have prepared them to receive 
Him as the true bread and as the giver 
of spiritual life. 
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But the fact that they were more con- 
cerned about their stomachs than about 
spiritual considerations had blinded 
them to the recognition of their true 
Messiah. But even this did not chill 
the love of Christ for them nor weaken 
His concern for their highest blessing. 


Verse by Verse 


John 6:25—“‘And when they had 
found him on the other side of the sea, 
they said unto him, Rabbi, when 
camest thou hither?” Following the mir- 
acles of the loaves the Lord had dis- 
patched His disciples across the sea by 
night while He Himself withdrew to 
the mountainside to pray (see Matt. 
14:23). The storm and their distress 
drew the. Lord to their aid, and the 
next morning the little party arrived 
at Capernaum. But so did the crowd. 
Perplexed as to how He had come 
there, they thus queried Him. 


Verse 26.—“Jesus answered ... Ye 
seek me, not because ye saw the mir- 
acles, but because ye did eat of the 
loaves, and were filled.” Only Jesus 
could thus accurately reveal the motive 
that had brought them. Knowing their 
heart, He exposed their true purpose. 
Like thousands today, their concern for 
the blessings obstructed their view of 
the Blesser. 


Verse 27.—“‘Labour not for the meat 
which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of man shall give unto 
you: for him hath God the Father 
sealed.” The “meat” here is food, of 
course. The food that perishes refers 


to material things. This is as nothing 
in comparison with the food that 
abides unto eternal life. This food is 
really worth working for. The eternal 
life itself would be given to them, but 
they should be eager to secure the 
bread to feed that new life. Christ 
could and would supply them with this 
bread, for He had been publicly sealed, 
or accredited, by God as. His beloved 
Son at the time of His baptism in 
Jordan. . 


Verse 28.—“Then said they unto him, 
What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God?” This very direct 
question arose out of the Lord’s re- 
mark. The importance of both it and 
the answer can scarcely be exag- 
gerated. Doubtless they associated 
Jewish ritual and ceremony with the 
works of God. 

Verse 29.—“Jesus answered .. . This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent.” This clear 
and simple answer should rid the mind 
of any thought of religious efforts in 
order to secure God’s blessing. 

Verse 30.—“They said therefore unto 
him, What sign shewest thou then, that 
we may see, and believe thee? what 
dost thou work?” In view of the re- 
cent miracle, this question comes as a 
piece of amazing effrontery. These peo- 
ple had witnessed it—one of our Lord’s 
greatest signs—but the significance was 
apparently entirely lost upon them. It 
is apparent, therefore, that if this sign 
were without effect, none other would 
convince them. Their demand seriously 
lacked sincerity. 
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Verse 31—“Our fathers did eat 
manna in the desert; as it is written, 
He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.” The challenge implied in this 
statement is that Jesus should produce 
a miracle comparable to the giving of 
the manna. In their thinking Moses 
was the great producer here. Is Jesus 
equal to Moses? 


Verse 32.—“Then Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Moses gave you not that bread from 
heaven; but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven.” The Lord 
Jesus here corrects. their understanding 
and asserts that it was not Moses who 
was the source of the wilderness supply. 
It was the God of Moses. But this God 
was the unique Father of Jesus, and He 
was now giving that true bread of 
which the manna was but a foreshad- 
owing. This bread was Christ Himself, 
and the appropriation of Him by faith 
results in the eater’s receiving eternal 
life. But they must supply the appetite. 


Verse 33.—‘For the bread of God is 
he which cometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world.” The 
manna was physical food that sustained 
temporal life in one nation. The true 
bread is Christ Himself, the spiritual 
food, that supplies and sustains eternal 
life, and is made available to all men. 


Verse 34—“Then said they unto him, 
Lord, evermore give us this bread.” 
This demand reminds us of the request 
of the Samaritan woman for water 
(see John 4:15). Like her, it seems 
evident that these Jews had missed the 
real significance of the Lord’s remarks 
and were still thinking of material food. 


Verse 35.—“And Jesus said unto them, 
I am the bread of life: he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst.” Here 
is one of those great “I am’s” of this 
fourth Gospel. Just as bread stands 
for that which is indispensable to phys- 
ical life, and just as only its appro- 
priation can bring its benefits, so Christ 
is indispensable for eternal life, and it 
is only by making Him ours by faith 
that we are blessed. The coming to 
and believing on Him are figures of 
speech that suggest true saving faith. 
Best of all, we may continue to come 
to eat and drink of Him. Thus com- 
ing, we shall find perfect satisfaction. 


Verse 36.—“But I said unto you, That 
ye also have seen me, and believe not.” 
These fickle followers had not only 
heard of Him but they had actually 
seen Him performing a great miracle. 
But they still remained in unbelief. 


Verse 37.—“All that the Father giveth 
me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out.” Despite their unresponsive atti- 
tude, however, the grace of the Lord 
Jesus would reach some. In the past 
eternity the Father had, in the sover- 
eignty of His counsels and foreknowl- 
edge, given men to Him, and everyone 
of these would come. And such He 
would never repudiate, for such an ac- 
tion would be a repudiation of the Fa- 
ther Himself. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


5. Janua’ 29.—Jesus’ Authority 
Challenged. 


Next Week’s Lesson 


LS aim f 12.—The Light of the 
, World. John 7 to 9 


John 5 














Verse 38.—“For I came ... not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that 
sent me.” His and the Father’s will 
were as one. And if the Father had 
given men to Him, then He had come 
to find and welcome them. 


Verse 39.—“‘And this is the Father’s 
will . . . that of all which he hath 
given me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last 
day.” Though some of these very love 
gifts to the Lord might seem to be 
lost—for the wolf would ravage the 
flock and some would die the death of 
martyrs—yet resurrection would be His 
triumphant answer. Not one would 
finally perish! He Himself would raise 
each one up in life and victory. 


Verse 40.—“And this is the will of — 


him that sent me, that every one which 
seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will 
raise him up at the last day.” The 
crowds had seen the Son but had not 
believed (v. 36). On the other hand, 
the individual who saw Him as Messiah 
and Son of God, and trusted Him, would 
even now enjoy eternal life. And if 
his body should die, then this great 
Life-giver would raise it at the close 
of the age. This was the express will 
of the Father. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Both the manna and the miracle of 
the loaves had been but pictures of the 
real food, the real eating and the real 
life. 

Jesus Christ is the food that is in- 
dispensable. Just as our physical 
appetites can never be satisfied by ad- 
miring or believing about food, so we 
can never be saved by merely assenting 
to the facts of the Gospel. On the con- 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
HAT means did Jesus use in the 
feeding of the five thousand? 
2. What did Andrew tell Jesus? 


3. What did the Lord do just before 
He fed the crowd? 

4. Why did the multitudes follow the 
Lord? 

5. To what kind of food did Jesus 
liken Himself? 

6. What is “the work of God”? 

7. What does the Lord promise con- 
cerning the one who comes to Him? 

8. What is meant by eating of the 
living bread? 

9. What would those do who had 
been given by the Father to the Son? 

10. When would the Lord raise them 
up? 

(Answers on page 63) — 





trary, we must receive the Saviour into 
the full confidence of our hearts (see 
John 1:12). In other words, we must 
“eat” Him—make Him our very own. 

This brings eternal life. Such is not 
mere eternal existence—the demons 
and the lost have that—but rather the 
very life of God Himself. It is not 
only ever-enduring, but it is that qual- 
ity of life that is divine. 

The interest of the throngs lay in the 
hope of more free meals. Their con- 
cern was centered entirely in the phys- 
ical and the temporal. They saw Him 
—yet never saw Him at all! So it is 
today. There are multitudes whose 
only interest in Christianity lies in its 
material by-products. But for the one 
who has a conscious spiritual need, or 
appetite, the Lord Jesus.is both the 
source and the sustenance of true life 
and satisfaction. Such will come to 
Him, and in so coming ‘will manifest 
the amazing fact that they are among 
the Father’s love gifts to His dear Son, 
and destined to share His eternal Glory. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The sign of the loaves (John 6:1-14) 

2. The salvation on the sea (vv. 15-24) 

3. The sermon in the synagogue (vv. 
25-59) 

4. The sifting of the followers (vv. 60- 
71) 


Topics for Development 


The Manna and the True Bread 
Compared. Spotted throughout our 
Lord’s discourse are references to that 
mysterious food by which Jehovah fed 
Israel in the desert. This food was the 
well-known manna. Evidently He re- 
garded this as a symbol of Himself, as 
the food by which alone men live. 

Both of these were the gift of God, 
and both came in the night—the manna 
during the period of literal darkness, 
and the true Bread during the blackest 
period of spiritual darkness. 

And then, too, there was an insig- 
nificance about both.’ The ancient food 
came as “a small round thing” (Exod. 
16:14). When Jesus came, He was “de- 
spised and rejected of men” (Isa. 53: 
3), His deep humility and selflessness 
being a source of disappointment and 
stumbling to those who looked for a 
great world-impressive figure. 

There was also a mystery about both 
the manna and the Lord Jesus. The 
Israelites could not analyze or explain 
their bread. They called it “manna” 
which means “What is it?” And in like 
manner there was also an inscrutabil- 
ity surrounding the Saviour. His critics 
were astonished at His doctrine and 
mystified by His power. Paul ex- 
pressed this when he wrote, “Great is 
the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). 

Furthermore, both must be appro- 
priated. The manna had to be eaten 
to be of any benefit. And Christ has 
to be trusted by faith before salvation 
becomes mine. And finally, both are 
preserved—the manna in the golden 
pot to be laid up before the Lord 
(Exod. 16:32-34; Heb. 9:4) and “the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5) glorified in 
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resurrection and ascension to the Fa- 
ther’s throne. 


Practical Applications 


In the course of this great message 
our Lord speaks of two “meats” or 
foods. (See John 6:27.) He warns 
against striving for the one, and urges 
us to work for the other. “The meat 
that perisheth” is an expression that 
involves material considerations. “That 
meat which endureth” concerns spir- 
itual realities. 

While the worldling cries, “What shall 
we eat? or What shall we drink? or 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?” 
(Matt. 6:31), the Christian ought to 
look beyond his circumstances to the 
living God, and cry, “I have learned, 
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content” (Phil. 4:11). 

We are ever in danger of placing the 
material before the spiritual, the body 
before the soul, and the temporal be- 
fore the eternal. This is the way of 
life that. is practiced by the masses 
everywhere today, and the Christian 
must be constantly on his guard against 
succumbing to this subtle philosophy. 

The believer must not be merely 
negative, however. He must strive for 
the food that endureth. Inasmuch as 
“the things which are not seen are 
eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18), he should direct 
his energy, money, and talent toward 
the spreading of the truth of God and 
the furtherance of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He must constantly 
keep eternity’s values in view. This is 
primary. Meat and drink are second- 
ary. The reversal of this order is a 
dislocation of the Christian viewpoint 
and tends to make us moral earth- 
dwellers rather than happy citizens of 
that “city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 
11:10). 


Golden Text 

John 6:35—‘And Jesus said unto 
them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” This great statement declares 
who Jesus is and what He does. As 
the bread of life He is absolutely neces- 
sary for all true living. In coming to 
Him we obey His call, and in believing 
on Him we appropriate Him as Saviour 
and Lord. This brings a satisfaction 
that makes the Christian independent 
of the world’s stimulants. 
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Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... Rabbi, when camest thou hither?” 
(John 6:25.)—Instead of saying, as 
He could have done, “I walked 
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across the lake last night,” He chose to 
reveal the motive behind their search 
for Him. It was not heart appreciation 
of the manifestation of His full deity in 
feeding the multitude, but it was a 
stomach affair. They had had a very 
satisfying meal. 

They were crass materialists. They 
sought the Lord’s whereabouts for the 
physical and material benefits to be 
received from Him. How like many 
folks today who seek out the religious 
group in the community from which 
they will receive the most patronage! 


Thank God for all “down and outers,” 
as they are called, who truly repent 
and believe the Gospel at rescue mis- 
sions. But invariably there are some 
present who plainly inform the workers 
who seek to deal with them about their 
eternal welfare, that the real reason 
behind their search for the mission was 
the food and shelter it offered, es- 
pecially during inclement weather. 


“Labour ... for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life...” (John 
5:27).—They had worked to reach Him, 
for they had to secure boats and row 
across the lake. What for? To eat 
more loaves and fishes—perishable food. 
An unworthy objective! _ 

Our Lord advised them to labor to 
reach Him and accept the gift of eter- 
nal life. A most worthy objective! He 
assured them that the Father had set 
His seal of approval upon Him. When 
a baker bakes what he believes to be 
a perfectly satisfactory loaf of bread, 
he is not ashamed to set his seal of 
approval upon it. 

The Father finds all His delight: in 
the Son, and presents Him as the only 
one who can give eternal life and sat- 
isfaction to us. We can well afford to 
put all other persons-and things in a 
secondary place. 


“This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent” 
(John 6:29).—A very definite answer to 
their question, “What shall we do... ?” 

A young man gave me this verse as 
his reason for remaining unsaved. He 
said, “I must wait until God does His 
work of making me believe on His 
Son.” 


We said: “Suppose that text read this 
way, ‘This is the work of God that you 
read the Bible and pray,’ would you 
wait for God to work a work in you 
that would make you read and pray?” 

“Oh, no!” he said, “I would know I 
was doing the work of God when I 
read and prayed.” 


“Suppose the text read this way: 
‘This is the work .. . that ye believe 
on him whom he hath sent’?” “Oh, I 
see it! When I believe on the Son of 
God, I am doing the work required of 
me by God!” “Exactly!” 


“What sign shewest thou then?” 
(John 6:30.)—Feeding five thousand 
men, besides women and children—a 
possible crowd of twenty thousand peo- 
ple—with five barley loaves and two 
small fishes, was not deemed by them 
a sufficient wonder to make them be- 


lieve His equality with God! They 
hark back in memory to the Exodus, 
and give Moses credit for feeding a 
nation manna for forty years. 

The Lord reminded them that it was 
not Moses, but God, who gave their 
fathers that bread. Moses himself said 
of the manna, “This is the bread which 
the Lord hath given you to eat” (Exod. 
16:15). Moses did not take to himself 
the honor of supplying the Israelites 
with food. It was God’s thought and 
provision for them. These men .saw 
but the human agent, and refrained 
from giving God the glory. 

“My Father giveth you the true 
bread from heaven” (John 6:32).—The 
manna typified the Lord Jesus. It was 
“small,” speaking of His marvelous con- 
descension. It was “round” symbolic 
of His perfectly rounded character. It 
was “white,” picturing His sinlessness 
and perfect righteousness. It tasted like 
“wafers made with honey” (Exod. 16: 
31), typical of His appealing goodness 
(Psa. 34:8). 

It contained all necessary vitamins; 
and as for calories, there was an ample 
supply, for even “he that gathered lit- 
tle had no lack” (Exod. 16:18). There 
is no lack:in Christ of anything to 
meet thoroughly man’s spiritual and 
eternal need. Praise Him! 

“I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). 
—How much more appropriate it would 
have been for them to have accepted 
thankfully the proffered bread; instead 
of saying, “Lord, evermore give us this 
bread!” They should have confessed: 
“Lord, hitherto, we questioned, doubted, 
and disbelieved Thee; but now we ac- 
cept Thee as the Bread of Life. We 
rejoice in Thy promise that we shall 
never hunger, thirst, nor be cast out!” 
But they “believed not” (v. 36). 

Too many people today are asking 
for, instead of accepting, the free gift 
of eternal life, which the Lord is be- 
seeching them to receive. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 


“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

“OQ Christ, in Thee My Soul Hath Found” 

“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gra- 
cious Lord, Thou art mighty to save and 
able to satisfy our hungry hearts as 
none else. We thank Thee for Thy 
Word with its message of life and ask 
Thee to open our eyes to the riches 
of heavenly blessing we have in our 
Saviour. Keep us trusting Him, feed- 
ing on Him in our hearts, and following 
Him in daily life. Bless our homes with 
Thy presence and care. Strengthen 
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and support all who love and serve 
Thee and use them as channels of Thy 
healing power among the nations to- 
day. Let right displace wrong, love 
displace hate, peace displace strife in 
us, in our homes, in our land, and in 
all the earth. May help and comfort 
be the portion of the sick and the dis- 
tressed everywhere. Make us channels 
of Thy love and help to hungry, weary, 
and wounded ones about us. Forgive 
us all our selfish unconcern toward 
others’ need and make us better fol- 
lowers of Him who came to seek and 
to save the lost. Amen. 


After the Lesson—In northern Man- 
itoba on June 2, 1960, eight-year old 
Walter Sedor was rescued after fifteen 
days waiting beside the wreckage of a 
plane. Only Walter survived the crash 
that killed his father and the pilot. 
When found, Walter was weak with 
hunger and would have died had rescue 





FOR A SATISFIED SOUL 


COME TO CHRIST 











FEED ON 
been delayed much longer. Yet he 
need not have hungered, for a survival 
kit was thrown clear when the crash 
occurred and. stood nearby unopened 
when the boy was found. Rations for 
24 days were right at hand, but the boy 
did not know what the kit held and 
had not opened it. 

In this lesson, our Lord calls Himself 
the Bread of Life and says those who 
come to Him and trust themselves to 
Him will not go through life hungry 
and thirsty. He was talking not of 
bodily hunger but of soul hunger. 
Many people have an unsatisfied heart 
through failure to turn to Christ. Their 
souls are starved because they neglect 
to receive Him and feed on Him in 
their hearts. Bibles, churches, and 
Christians are right at hand offering 
Christ to all; but these starved souls 
wait and hope for something or some- 
one to come along and satisfy the hun- 
ger of their heart instead of simply 
believing the Gospel with an abundance 
of the Bread of Life to feed the hungry 
of heart. Let such turn to Christ and 
they soon will sing: 

O Christ, in Thee my soul hath found, 

And found in Thee alone, 

The peace, the joy I sought so long, 

The bliss till now unknown. 
Can you sing that as one who has 
proved it true? If not, come to the 
Saviour today, trust and follow Him, 
and you, too, will be able to say: 

There’s love and life and lasting joy, 

Lord Jesus, found in Thee. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will review John 

1:1-5. Then we will hear what you 
wrote on the theme of John 6. It is 
easy to see that its theme is Bread, 
isn’t it? Let us read some of the pa- 
pers you wrote on why Jesus is called 
the Bread of Life: 


“Bread is the most-to-be-depended- 
on article of food. Jesus is the most- 
to-be-depended-on person there is.” 
Thank you for that, Sue. 

“Bread is the food I would choose 
if I could have only one thing to eat 
day after day. Christ is the one I 
would choose if I could have only one 
friend all my life.” Thank you for 
that testimony, Mary. 

“Just as bread—probably standing 
for all food—is essential for physical 
life, Jesus was teaching that He is 
necessary for spiritual life.” Very 
good, Edwin. 

The first part of John 6 tells how 
Jesus fed five thousand men, with their 
wives and children, from one boy’s 
lunch. The boy who gave his lunch to 
Jesus may have felt that he made a 
sacrifice. But the Lord gave him back 
more than he had given! He, with the 
rest of the crowd, got all that he could 
eat. This is a little picture of what 
our Lord does with the things we give 
to Him. Satan tries to keep us from 
yielding our talents and possessions to 
Christ. He tells us that we will regret 
it if we yield something to the Lord, 
and will wish to take it back again. 
But Satan was a liar from the begin- 
ning. This boy was glad all the rest 
of his life, and I am sure that he is still 


glad even in Heaven that he gave his 


lunch to the Lord Jesus. 

Next we see another miracle—Jesus 
walking on the water. After He had 
fed the multitude with five biscuits 
and two little fish, they wanted to make 
Him King. But He departed alone into 
a mountain to pray. His disciples en- 
tered into a ship to go across the Sea 
of Galilee. A great wind came up 
making the water very rough. Dark- 
ness came on, and Jesus had not come. 
Suddenly the disciples saw a man walk- 
ing on top of the sea. Can you imagine 
the fear that gripped their hearts— 
rough sea, darkness, mysterious form 
approaching? Then Jesus: said, “It is 
I; be not afraid.” How good to hear 
His voice, and what comforting words 
He spoke! No wonder they willingly 
received Him into the ship. But how 
amazed they were to discover when 
He entered the ship that the stormy 
wind disappeared and they were al- 
ready at their destination! 

The people Jesus had fed followed 
Him around the sea the next day. Now 
let us read John 6:25, 26. Jesus did 
not tell them how He crossed the sea, 
but told them that they came seeking 
bodily food when they needed spiritual 
food. Read verses 27-29. No one can 
work for God until he believes on 
Jesus Christ. 

Read verses 30, 31. Instead of saying 
“Lord, I believe,” they asked Jesus for 





a sign. The bread and fish Jesus had 
given them the day before was sign 
enough. If they had read the Scrip- 
tures, they would have seen how Jesus 
fulfilled prophecy. Instead of believ- 
ing in Jesus, they spoke of the manna 
Moses gave them. They wanted more 
free food! They thought more of that 
than of eternal life. 

Now read John 6:32-40. Here Jesus 
told them plainly that He was the 
bread of life. The manna the Israelites 
ate in the wilderness was a type of 
Christ. It came from Heaven and sus- 
tained physical life. He came to give 
spiritual life. Verse 35 brings out an- 
other reason why Jesus said, “I am the 
bread of life.” Material bread satisfies 
the body, He satisfies the soul. I once 
heard a teen-ager say joyfully, “First 
Christ saved me, then He satisfied 
me!” Wasn’t that a good testimony? 
The Lord Jesus will satisfy every teen- 
ager who comes to Him to be saved 
and then reads His Word for his spir- 
itual food. Verse 40 ends with a ref- 
erence to the Resurrection. In this life 
Christians are much better off than un- 
saved people because they have Christ 
always with them. And when this life 
ends, belonging to Christ will make all 
the difference. I would be happy to 
talk with anyone after class who is in- 
terested in coming to Christ for sal- 
vation or for satisfaction. : 

Here are some questions to answer 
at home this week as you read John 7: 
(1) Did the brothers of Jesus believe 
in Him? (2) What different things did 
people at the feast say about Jesus? 
(3) What verse in John 7 reminds us 
of Jesus’ talk with the woman at the 
well?, (4) What excuse did the police 
officers give to the Chief-Priests and 
Pharisees for not arresting Jesus? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 61) 
1. The boy’s loaves and fishes. 


2. “There is a lad here, which hath 
five barley loaves, ahd two small fishes” 
(v. 9). : 


3. He took the loaves and gave 
thanks (v.11). 


4. They were interested in free food. 
5. Bread. 
6. To believe on Jesus Christ. 
7. Never to cast him out. 
8. Appropriating Christ by receiv- 
ing Him by faith. 
9. They would all come to Him. 
10. At the last day. 
West PaLm BEACH, FLA. 


For we must not seek enjoyment and 
sweetness in the gifts of God, either in 
holy exercises, or in words or works; 
but we must take delight in God alone, 
and not in His gifts —John Tauler. 
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Ss. rf We have the new loose- 
—_ as well as 35 other 

les to choose from. 

Write for pomp | describing Sco ields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 








Run a spare-time Greeting 
Card and Gift Shop at home 
Show friends samples of our wonderful new 
1961 All-Occasion Greeting Cards and Gifts. 
Take their orders and earn up to 100% profit. 
No 7 amor necessary. s nothing to try. 
te today for samples on approval. 
Regal C A act ag Dept. 105 Ferndale, Mich. 
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42-Day Tour of Europe and the Bible Lands 
Sailing Aug. 2nd T.S. Bremen 


Write for Free, Helpful Information 


Box 8,000 St. Petersburg 8, Fla. 





WANTED: a missionary organization in down- 
town. Philadelphia needs a typist or stenographer, 
including general office work. This is an opportunity 

for effective Christian service. Pleasant he 
air-conditioned offices. Write to Adv. No. 500, The 
anew School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Mhiledelphie 
, Pa. 





TEACHER NEEDED by February |, 1961, 


for grades three through six in small Christian 
School. Write Monmouth County Christian 
School, 1523 Allenwood Road, Belmar, N. J., 
or call MUtual 1-3029. 





ISRAEL’S HAVEN, INC. 


ogee Sa conversion of Arizona’s Shangri-La 
in Sunset Cove, a aye ape oe Guest 
Lodge, for a witnessing | to the unsaved 
Jews, ‘“‘God’s Chosen Peo fie,”* ” and to Gentiles, and 
a arc with “Chri ian believers. If you 
feel led to help in supporting this work, and are 
interested in working among the unsaved Jews write 
to: Israel’s Haven, Inc., c/o Mrs. Monnie Margulies, 

Pres., 43rd Ave. and W. Estrella Rd., Rt. }, Box 381, 
Laveen. (P (Phoenix) Arizona. Phones: Br. 6-56 63; 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 


AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 











Ourselves and Others 
By H. Clay Trumbull 
A choice selection of thought yng ns 
editorials on human relations; helpful in de 
veloping and strengthening Christian char- 
acter. vides material for pave 
groups. A — gift item. Attractive ye pa 
cover, 58 ges, 35 cents a 3 - 
Sunday 8S al Times Phila. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
revival among Negro believers in 
Christ. A small revival spirit is burn- 
ing now among the students here. Let 
us express to them your promise of 
om ag and your good will. (Also, a 

ible Institute worker with executive 


ability is needed.) 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Boy Helps Jesus 
(John 6:3, 5-14) 
ET a loaf of bread and a glass of 
water before the class. Could you 
live on these? Could you live without 
them if you had no other food or drink? 
(Show a picture of an emaciated child 
—perhaps from a mission field of your 
church—so placed on a poster that you 
can add arithmetical signs and pictures 
of bread and water to represent pic- 
torially: child minus bread minus wa- 
ter equals death; child plus bread plus 
water equals life. Write the words, 
“death” and “life.”) 

Nicodemus (show a review picture) 
learned he could have two kinds of 
life. What are they? Body life needs 
what? (Indicate objects.) Spirit life 
needs what? The Lord said—(show a 
picture of the Lord with the words, “I 
am the bread of life,” and place it up- 
right between the bread and the wa- 
ter.) Which kind of life is He bread 
for? The spirit life. Can you have all 
you want of that kind of bread? (Add 
to the picture the prepared words, “He 
that cometh to me shall never hunger.”) 
The Samaritan woman learned that He 
is like water for the spirit, too. (Add 
the words, “And he that believeth on 
me shall never thirst,” John 6:35, Golden 
Text.) 

How do you get bread and water into 
your body to keep it alive and grow- 
ing? You eat three times a day, and 
between meals. Do you understand 
how bread and water in your stomach 
can give you life, and grow skin and 
bones and hair? No, you just eat, and 
don’t worry how. Neither do you un- 
derstand how the Lord Jesus feeds, 
keeps alive, and makes your spirit life 
grow. But He does: when you first 
believe in Him and take Him for your 
own Saviour; at church and Sunday 
school; in your own and family Bible 
reading and prayer; just thinking 
about Him between times. 

Does the Lord Jesus want you to 
have enough to eat for your body, too? 
(Indicate picture of undernourished 
child.) We are told to pray about that. 
“Give us this day our daily bread” 
(Matt. 6:11, Memory Verse). He cared 
when people were going hungry, but it 
took a boy to give Him what He needed 
to help them. (Tell or read the lesson 
story.) The Lord cares today about 
this child (in the picture), but He may 
need your help—a nickel or quarter for 
bread or milk. (Present facts and give 
an opportunity next Sunday to contrib- 
ute as a valentine of love for the Lord 
Jesus to use. If your church does not 
participate in relief, consult recent ad- 
vertisements in THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
Tres for nondenominational agencies.) 


If you do not have money to give, 
you can pray that someone who has 
money will give it. Once a poor boy 
did not have any money to put in the 
offering when others gave, so he gave 
the five marbles in his pocket. After- 
ward soméone wanted to give the mar- 
bles back to the boy, but he would not 
take them as he had given them to the 
Lord Jesus. When the story of the five 
marbles reached a rich man, he said, 
“T’ll give a hundred dollars for that 
boy’s marbles.” That was a sort of 
miracle change, wasn’t it, from five 
marbles to one hundred dollars! 

Whatever you give the Lord of your 
very own, I am sure He will bless and 
multiply and use. And it will be much 
better than wasting money on foolish 
valentines! Perhaps if you tell the boys 
and girls at school what you are doing 
with your valentine money, they may 
decide to do the same instead of buying 
valentines for everyone. How that 
would multiply your gift! 


ORONO, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
<epaees a had upon request from 
e eae AR, —— Times, 

325 wr mt St., Philadelphia 
A list of the lessons for the "year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


He Could Not Help It—I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that be- 
lieveth on me shall never thirst (John 
6:35, Golden Text). Years ago a young 
man came from Holland to England to 
ask Mr. Spurgeon the old, old ques- 
tion, “What must I do to be saved?” 
“You know what the answer is, ‘Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.’” “But I cannot 
believe in Christ.” “Well, now,” said 
Mr. Spurgeon, “I have believed in Him 
a good many years, and I do trust Him; 
but if you know anything against Him 
I should like to know it, for I do not 
like to be deceived.” “No, Sir, I do 
not know anything against Him.” “Why 
don’t you trust Him then?” “I don’t 
know.” “Could you trust me?” “Yes, 
I could trust you with anything.” “But 
you don’t know much about me.” “No, 
not much, I believe you are honest and 
I could trust you.” “You mean to say,” 
thundered Mr. Spurgeon, “that you 
would trust me, and then tell me that 
you cannot trust Jesus Christ? You 
must have found out something bad 
about Him. Let me know it.” The 
visitor thought for a moment, and then 
said, “I can see it now. Why, of course, 
I can trust Him; I cannot help trust- 
ing Him. I must trust Him. I will 
trust Him.” The young Dutchman 
was Isaac Kuyper. He became a great 
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preacher of Holland, and founder of 
the “Free University,” of Amsterdam, 
and the father of Dr. Abraham Kuyper. 
—From the Southern Presbyterian. 
Sent by J. W. Philp, Rabun Gap, Ga. 


No Food Value.—Labour not for the 
meat which perisheth, but for that... 
which the Son of man shall give unto 
you (John 6:27). A party of engineers 
became lost in the jungles of Africa. 
Their food supply soon gave’ out. They 
found some berries which seemed per- 
fectly to satisfy their appetites. They 
ate for some days, but became weaker 
and weaker, and one after another 
died, until, when help finally arrived, 
there was only one left to tell the story. 
He had still some of the berries, but 
when they were analyzed they were 
found to be absolutely worthless as a 
food. While they did satisfy the men’s 
appetites, they were actually starving 
to death. Many people are like that— 
perfectly willing to starve their souls 
on food of no nourishment when they 
might be feasting on the true Bread of 
Heaven.—From the Expositor. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


God Knows More.—What sign shew- 
est thou then, that we may see, and 
believe thee? what dost thou work? 
(John 6:30.) The story is told of a 
young theological student who one day 
came to Mr. Spurgeon telling him that 
the Bible contained some verses that 
he could not understand, and about 
which he was wery much worried. To 
this the great man of God replied, 
“Young man, allow me to give you this 
word of advice: You must expect to 
let God know some things which you 
do not understand.” The student took 
the words of wisdom to heart.—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Renewed Daily.—Then Jesus said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Moses gave you not that bread from 
heaven; but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven (John 6:32). 
A noted preacher tells of a business- 
man who made phenomenal progress: 
in his Christian life. Meeting the man 
in the office of his business establish- 
ment, the preacher asked the secret. 
“It is simple,” said the businessman, 
and reaching into a drawer of his desk 
he drew out a small New Testament. 
“Every day since I was converted, I 
have locked my door, taking fifteen 
minutes alone with God and this Testa- 
ment, and daily I have renewed the 
experience of my conversion.” Such 
an experience will keep us conscious 
of the divine presence and will touch 
our lives with spiritual joy, beauty, 
and power.—From Preacher’s Magazine, 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Witness of a Hymn.—Him that com- 
eth to me I will in no wise cast out 
(John 6:37). Dora, daughter of the 
poet Wordsworth, was for a long time 
a dying invalid, much troubled about 
her soul’s future. Her friend, Charlotte 
Elliott, sent her a copy of a hymn she 
had written. Her husband, Mr. Quill- 
inan, knowing that she had not long to 
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It’s Easy to RAISE MONEY 


for Your Projects Through The 


BOWERS Money-Making Plan 


Thousands of organizations are doing it. Have for years! 
Bowers Specialty Candies are of such outstanding Quality, 
repeat sales come in automatically! Big Profits! Liberal Terms! 
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MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 
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live, said to her, “Here is a hymn from 
Charlotte Elliott. Would you like me 
to read it?” She was too weak and 
restless to pay attention to anything, 
but she said, “Since it is from her I 
must hear it.” When he had finished, 
she said very earnestly, “That is the 
very message I need. Please read it 
again.” To satisfy her, he read it 
through at least ten times that day. 
Every morning, during the last two 
months, she began the day by having 
the hymn read to her and repeating 
it. Just before she died, she prayed: 

Just as Iam! Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because a promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

So with these words on her lips, she 
passed into the presence of the One in 
whose redeeming blood she had come to 
trust, and died with the peace that 
springs from the full assurance that her 
name was written in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life. In the little churchyard be- 
side the river at Grasmere, on a plain 
slab of Cumberland slate, at the top of 
her grave, is engraved a kneeling lamb, 
behind which is a cross, and the rest 
of the stone contains only the name, 
the date of her death, and the text on 
which the hymn of Miss Elliott is based 
—“Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.”"—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


Searching for Lost Gems.—I came 
down from heaven to do the will of 
him that sent me (John 6:38). Dr. 
Cortland Myers used to tell of the lady 
dressed in silks and satin who was 
standing on the curb of one of the 
streets of Paris, France, when to her 
horror she dropped from her ring into 
the filth of the gutter a valuable jewel. 
She stooped instantly. With the bent 
handle of her elegant sunshade she 
searched the gutter for her jewel. It 
was not found. Then, to the astonish- 
ment of the crowd, she stripped from 
her dainty white hand her glove, rolled 





up above her elbow her sleeve of costly 
lace, and with delicate fingers searched” 
through the water and mud until she 
found her jewel. “This,” said Dr. 
Myers, “is what we must do for the 
jewels of eternity—strip off formalism 
and search the very gutters of society 
for the lost gems of human life and 
character as God did for us.”—From 
Dr. Cortland Myers. Sent by J. W. 
Philp, Rabun Gap, Ga. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


No Real Danger.—That of all. which 
he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last 
‘day (John 6:39). They tell of a man 
who was traveling over the mountains 
of the West, and night came on before 
he reached his destination. Trying to 
stumble along in the dusk, he lost the 
path, and suddenly his feet slipped and 
he went over the side of what seemed 
to him like a sheer precipice, for he 
knew they were about him, some with 
a drop of two thousand feet. He clung 
to protruding roots and hung there for 
his life all night. In the morning, 
when the valley was flooded with light 
from the dawn, he dared to look down, 
and found that the bottom of the chasm 
was about four inches from his feet! 
He had been in no danger all night, 
and might just as well have- rested. 
Neither is a real Christian in any dan- 
ger of being lost. Let us rest in the 
Lord.—From Pastor Edward Drew in 
Studies in John’s Gospel. Sent by Al-. 
bert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And the Lord shall guide thee 
continually, and satisfy thy soul in 
drought, and make fat thy bones: 
and thou shalt be like a watered 
garden, and like a spring of water, 
whose waters fail not” (Isa. 58:11). 
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A YOUTH LEADER'S DREAM! 


Jest what | want .... Lets vs plan our 
own course. And what a wealth of 
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Fundamentalism 
(Continued from page 59) 


talism got to be a joke. ... But all 
the while there was a solid core behind 
the garish shell. . . . When the war 
was over, the crust split wide open. 
Out popped a younger generation. 
They agreed with their elders. But 
they thought there was more to Chris- 
tianity than being on the defensive all 
the time . . . fundamentalism is still a 
protest against the mishmash liberal 
Protestantism made of Christianity. .. . 
But it is something more: a positive 
witness for God’s redemptive love, wis- 
dom and power as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 

“In short, fundamentalism has become 
evangelicalism.” 

According to Christian Life the 


- watchword has changed from “Ye 


should earnestly contend for the faith” 
to “Ye must be born again.” But there 
are other trends noted by this maga- 








European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the S.S. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
llth and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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zine: a friendly attitude toward science; 
a willingness to re-examine beliefs con- 
cerning the work of the Holy Spirit; a 
more tolerant attitude toward varying 
views on eschatology; a shift away from 
extreme dispensationalism; an increased 
emphasis on scholarship; a more defi- 
nite recognition of social responsibility; 
a re-opening of the subject of Biblical 
inspiration; a growing willingness of 
Evangelical theologians to converse 
with Liberal theologians. 

The two most significant trends noted 
by Christian Life are often related 
to each other. Neo-Evangelicalism’s 
“friendly attitude toward science” has 
gone hand in hand with the “re-open- 
ing of the subject of. Biblical inspi- 
ration.” For example, Dr. Ramm, 
convinced by the science of geology that 
there has been no universal flood, con- 
cludes that “if the flood is local though 
spoken of in universal terms, so the 
destruction of man is local though 
spoken of in universal terms” (op. cit., 
p. 239). Joseph T. Bayly in his review 
of Dr. Ramm’s book in Eternity (Aug. 
1955) comes to grips with the implica- 
tions of the latter’s statement: “At this 
point, although the author claims that 
inspiration is not involved—only inter- 
pretation—we have met one of the basic 
problems which could conceivably 
change evangelical Christianity’s view 
of Scripture and inspiration. If the 
Biblical narrator presented an errone- 
ous view of the flood’s universality in 
language which convinced readers that 
mankind was destroyed until modern 
geology showed that it was merely 
local, can we any longer honestly claim 
to believe that divine inspiration has 
protected the whole Bible from error?” 
(p. 46.) 

The re-opening of the subject of 
Biblical inspiration is not in itself an 
evil if it produces a more profound 
understanding of the Biblical teaching, 
and it is one of the significant move- 
ments of the present day. This interest 
in inspiration is not limited to the 
Neo-Evangelicals, if by them we choose 
to indicate a group of men whose roots 
are to be found in the Fundamentalist 
movement. The Christian Reformed 
Church, which is not usually identified 
as a Fundamentalist church, is currently 





debating the sense in which the Scrip- 
tures are to be regarded as infallible. 

Dr. Carnell also has joined in this 
discussion. Like Dr. Ramm, he avows 
his belief in the inspiration of the 
Scriptures but he, too, is dissatisfied 
with the Fundamentalist attitude to- 
ward inspiration. 

Thus the critics find their flaws and 
publish their analyses: Henry, Carnell, 
and Ockenga in the realm of church 
life; Tozer and Little in the area of 
personal living; Ramm, Blaiklock, and 
Henry in the arena of scholarship and 
apologetics. This survey is certainly not 
exhaustive, yet it may make some claim 
to be an honest effort to listen to 
criticism and to profit from it. 

Two conclusions emerge from this 
survey. Fundamentalism is properly 
criticized for its “reduction” of the 
whole counsel of God to a few doctrines. 
This produced a weakness in its world 
and life view and it was not able to 
cope with scientific problems, or to 
preach prophetically concerning so- 
ciety’s problems. Moreover, on. the 
level of individual Christian living, 
Fundamentalism often became legalis- 
tic and concerned itself more with the 
outward act than with the attitude of 
the heart. 

But these are not of the essence of 
Fundamentalism. At its core Funda- 
mentalism had the truth of God and it 
cherished that truth. Its witness may 
have been truncated, or even perverse 
in spots (let him who is without sin 
cast the first stone), but it fought a 
battle against impressive odds when 
almost every scholarly citadel of the 
faith capitulated. Indeed, the critic of 
Fundamentalism today can thank his 
God that someone fought for the most 
important doctrines of the faith. 

It is just here that a false note in- 
sinuates itself into Neo-Evangelicalism’s 
charges. Are some of its advocates in 
danger of “throwing out the baby with 
the bath?” Any criticism of Fundamen- 
talism coming from a real Christian 
should make a clear distinction between 
the essence of Fundamentalism for 
which it is to be commended, and cer- 
tain lamentable accretions which are 
not essential to it. 

It was inevitable that criticism should 
provoke replies, and with these replies 
we shall be concerned in the next arti- 
cle. 

(To be continued) 
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The Young People’s 
Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 5 


2. Forward—For Christ and the Church 
(Acts 26:13-23) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE Christian Endeavor movement 

is celebrating its Eightieth Anni- 
versary this year, and this is Christian 
Endeavor Day. From the time of its 
inception on February 2, 1881, loyalty 
to Christ and His Church has been one 
of the four essential principles that 
Christian Endeavor has emphasized. 
While it has urged individual ‘societies 
to maintain fellowship with groups in 
other evangelical denominations and in 
other parts of the world, it has consis- 
tently stressed the importance of each 
individual society being linked with 
an individual church and working with 


_and supporting that church. It is axio- 


matic of course that any such church 
must be one that is built squarely upon 


the foundation rock of belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of the 
living God, and one which holds true 
to the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith as set forth in the Scriptures. 
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There are numerous reasons why a 
young people’s group should be linked 
with and a very real part of a Christian 
church: 

1. There is need for mature counsel 
and encouragement and prayer support 
from older and more experienced Chris- 
tians such as will be found in a live 
Christian church. 

2. Opportunities for Christian service 
and expression will be found in a 
Christian church as nowhere else. 

3. A live Christian church will offer 
advantages of Christian teaching and 
training. 

4. The privilege of fellowship with 
other believers who love and serve the 
same Lord will be found especially in 
a Christian church. 

5. There will be larger opportunities 
for evangelism and missionary effort 
available under the direction and spon- 
sorship of a Christian church. 


we 


However, every young people’s group 
that enjoys the opportunities and privi- 
leges afforded by being a part of a 
Christian church must also face certain 


obligations. All too often these are 
overlooked or brushed aside. Some of 
them are: 


1. Attendance at the regular services 
of the church. Sometimes the members 
of young people’s groups feel that they 
have done their duty when they have 
taken part in their young people’s meet- 
ing. Many pastors have been saddened 
to see the young people departing after 
their meeting, making no effort to at- 
tend the church service that follows. 

2. There is an obligation to give 
service in the activities of the church 
and -the Sunday school. Members of 
the young people’s group can help to 
lift many burdens that the pastor or 
Sunday school superintendent carry if 
they will only offer to do so. Some 
of the ways in which members of the 
young people’s group can help will be 
in visiting the sick or infirm of the 
church membership; being responsible 
for the care and maintenance of the 
church bulletin board and hymnbooks; 
helping to prepare and_ distribute 
church bulletins; teaching in the Sun- 
day school; assisting in evangelistic 
services, and the like. 

3. There is a very real responsibility 
on the part of your young people’s 
group to give to the support of the 
church, as far as is possible. It is true 
that many young people who are still 
in school or are just beginning to work 
do not have an abundance of money, 
but they usually do manage to have 
enough for candy, soft drinks, and rec- 
ords. It is an excellent practice to give 
to God a tenth, even of a small income, 
and to see that part of this goes to the 
support of the church with which their 
society is linked. 


January 21, 1961 (Lesson for February 5) 


4. There is a responsibility to pray 
for your church and its officers. Ask 
yourselves the question, How often do 
we pray specifically for the activities 
and needs of our church in our young 
people’s meetings, in our own private 
devotions? Your prayer support may 
outweigh everything else you can do to 
help your church but do not be satisfied 
only to pray. Your church needs your 
presence, your purse, and the push of 
your shoulder at the wheel, if it is to go 
forward for Christ in your community. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Does John 17 Require? 
(Continued from page 59) 


be directly related one to another. 
Only as each branch abides in the 
common vine will there be genuine 
oneness. Whenever a branch does abide 
in the vine, oneness becomes evident 
to all who look at that branch. Such 
a branch, indwelt by the -life of the 
vine and showing forth the living fruit 
of the vine, gives evidence to the world 
of the transforming power of the life 
of the vine within it. If a branch 
were not so united to the vine, it would 
be dead and barren. 

Just so, our oneness with the true 
Vine bears testimony to the world of 
the transforming power of the glorious 
life of the One who dwells within us, 
so that the world may know “that thou 
hast sent me.” 

In the words of A. J. Gordon, “We do 
not stand in the world bearing witness 
to Christ, but we stand in Christ bear- 
ing witness to the world.” This is the 
true oneness that cannot be attained by 
outward organization but must be pur- 
chased with the precious blood of 
Christ. It does not come from pro- 
fessing Christians giving themselves to 
one another in a world church, but it 
does result from the glorified Christ 
giving Himself to those who believe in 
Him. 

Cotumsia, S. C. 
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Worship 
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Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 
notes prepared by e Scripture Union, 
2136 Darby Road, Havertown, Pa. 


Mon., Feb. 6. Genesis 3:16-24. 


The sorry and painful results of dis- 
obedience are told to the man and his 
wife by God; but each punishment is 
planned as a blessing to correct their 
evil ways. The special task of each is 
made more difficult and painful; child- 
birth and winning the daily bread re- 
main as sorrowful reminders of the 
effect of sin. Man is given authority 
over his wife perhaps as a safeguard 
against her being deceived by the ser- 
pent again; but in other places in the 
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Bible he is told to act with love and 
thoughtfulness toward her. Man is told 
that his task of looking after the ground 
will be made troublesome by the weeds; 
and he is driven from the garden to 
stop him eating from another tree—the 
Tree of Life—which would have given 
everlasting life to him in his now sinful 
state. This would have doomed him to 
everlasting sorrow. So again God pre- 
vents the spread of sin and misery— 
this is punishment of the right kind. 

A Prayer: O God, the judge of all 
men, give wisdom to all judges and 
magistrates so that they may be fair 
and understanding in doing their duty; 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 

Question: In what other way does 
God limit the effect of man’s sin? 


Tues., Feb. 7. Genesis 4:1-7. 


It is difficult for us to learn from what 
we only have in these sentences why 
“the Lord had regard for Abel and his 
offering, but for Cain and his offering 
He had no regard”; but in the New 
Testament we are told that it was the 
difference in their attitude of mind 
that was the cause: “By faith Abel 
offered to God a more acceptable sac- 
rifice than Cain” (Heb. 11:4); in other 
words, it wasn’t what Abel brought to 
God that mattered so much as how he 
brought it. We can see this by Cain’s 
outburst of temper when God refused 
his offering of fruit, and also by God’s 
answer to him. “If you do well, will 
you not be accepted?” Let us learn 
that God cares as much about our 
thoughts, and the way that we do 
things, as our deeds—that is, what we 
actually do.’ 

A Prayer: O God, who knows the 
thoughts of our hearts, help us to mas- 
ter every evil thought today. 


Question: What should we offer to 
God? 


Wed., Feb. 8. Genesis 4:8-15. 

The anger in Cain’s heart drives him 
to plot his brother’s murder and then 
to kill him, in spite of God’s warning. 
God follows the same plan after this 
second recorded sin as He did when 
Cain’s parents had committed the first 
sin. He gives Cain the chance to 


confess his crime by asking him a ques- 


tion. God also declares Cain’s punish- 
ment. 
was banished from fellowship with God 
by being driven from the Garden of 
Eden; Cain sinned against his brother 
and was banished from fellowship with 
other people by becoming a “wanderer 
on the earth.” So we learn that the 
result of sin is always to put a barrier 
between us and God and also other 
people, and to make us lonely. Cain’s 
conscience tells him that he is in danger 
of being killed for his crime, and God 
shows His love toward sinners by prom- 
ising to protect him from vengeance, 
even though Cain had not repented or 
confessed his sin. The other part of the 
curse on Cain that was his punishment 
was that the ground over which he 
would be a lonely wanderer also would 
not produce its full crops for him; in 
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Adam sinned against God and 


other words, he would not get full re- 
sults from his work; and this is another 
effect of sin that we may notice in our 
own experience. 


A Prayer: O Lord Jesus, who hast 
taught us that an angry thought is like 
murder in Thy sight, drive all hatred 
from our hearts by Thy great love. 
Amen. 

Question: Why did Cain’s punishment 
fit his crime? 


Thurs., Feb. 9. Psalm 139:1-6. 


Has anybody ever said to you: “A 
penny for your thoughts”? He means 
that he does not know what you are 
thinking about, but he would like to! 
Of course, if we want to, we can keep 
our thoughts to ourselves. Nobody 
need know. For it is only when we say 
or do something that other people can 
get an idea of what we are actually 
thinking. 

But it is different with God. It is 
no good pretending with Him. He 
knows all about us, including our 
thoughts. As the Psalmist said: “Thou 
understandest my thought afar off” (v. 
2); God is “acquainted with all my 
ways” (v. 3). This is not meant to 
frighten us, but to fill us with wonder. 
God understands us better than any- 
body else, better even than we under- 
stand ourselves. He wants to help us 
to be humble and holy and true, and 
to think right thoughts. 


A Prayer: Almighty God, unto whom 
all hearts be open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid, 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love Thee, and worth- 
ily magnify Thy holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. - 

Question: Which is more important: 
what we think or what we say? 


Fri., Feb. 10. Psalm 139:7-12. 


Yesterday we were thinking of how 
God knows all about us. Today’s read- 
ing reminds us that we cannot hide 
from- God. He is everywhere. In our 
joys and in our sorrows, in our fun to- 
gether, and in our times of loneliness, 
God is near. Again, this is not a 
thought that. is meant to frighten us, 
but to give us courage and joy. An- 
other Psalm begins with the words: 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1). 

Yet sometimes we try to hide from 
God. Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden tried to hide from God, after they 
had disobeyed Him. They felt they 
could not face God; that somehow 
something had come between Him and 
them. And it had; but they could not 
escape from God. There is only one 
right thing to do when we are in the 
wrong: that is to come out into the 
open and admit our fault and to ask 
forgiveness. Then we shall not want 
to hide ourselves, but to live in the 
glad light of God’s presence. 

A Prayer: O God, we thank Thee 
that Thou art everywhere; that Thou 
art with us in our homes and at our 
work, and wherever we go. We thank 
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Thee that when we are separated from — 
each other, Thou art still with us. For- 


give us our sins and keep us from do- 
ing things that make us feel ashamed 
and want to hide from Thee. Help us 
to live in the light of Thy presence; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Question: What is the one thing that 
can separate us from God? 


Sat., Feb. 11. - Psalm 139:13-18, 


Sometimes we talk about people tak- — 
ing things for granted. Do not let us 
make the mistake of taking ourselves 
for granted. We are each one the re- 
sult of God’s loving wisdom and work- | 
ing. Before we were ever born or 
thought of, God had us in mind; we 
were “in His thoughts.” This is what 
the Psalmist means when he says: “In 
Thy book all my members were writ- 
ten-. . . when as yet there was none of 
them” (v. 16). 

How wonderfully God has made us! 
What perfect and delicate instruments 
are the eye and the ear and the hand 
and the brain! What precious gifts are 
life and health and strength! From 
the smallest beginnings, with care for 
every detail, God has fashioned each 
one of us. He knows every little detail 
about us, because He is our Maker. 
And having made us, He has not lost 
interest in us; He cares about us and 
cares for us all the time. 


A Prayer: God be in my head, and in 
my understanding; 
God be in my eyes, and in 
my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and 
in my speaking; 
God be in my heart, and 
in my thinking; 
God be at my end, and at 
my departing. 
Question: Who said: “Even the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered”? 
What did He mean? 


Sun., Feb. 12. Luke 13:1-9. 


The Lord was trying to show the 
Jewish people that God wanted fruit 
from them. Holy lives, good deeds of 
kindness and love, the winning of 
others for His Kingdom would be the 
sort of “fruit” He expected. Three 
times God had come to the Jews— 
through Moses, through the prophets, 
and through John the Baptist—and 
three times He had been disappointed. 
Now Jesus Christ Himself (the dresser 
of the vineyard) pleads that the fig 
tree should have another chance. If 
you are a Christian, God expects fruit 
accordingly from your life. Is He get- 
ting it, I wonder? A fruitless tree 
cumbers the ground, doesn’t it? 

A Prayer: O Lord, who hast taught 
us that all our doings without love are 
worth nothing, send Thy Holy Spirit, 
and pour into our hearts that most ex- 
cellent gift of love, the very bond of 
peace and of all virtues, without which 
whosoever liveth is counted dead _ be- 
fore Thee. Grant this for Thine only 
Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Question: Of what particular failure 


did the Jewish people need to repent? o | 


(vv. 3, 5, 7.) 
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